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I =1 THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
Celebrated on August 15 (August 28)

Dermiticn of the Thestatos

The Feast of the Dormition or Falling
Asleep of the Theotokos commemorates
the death, resurrection, and glorification
of Christ's mother. To help us in our
preparation of the feast, it is preceded by
a two week fastAs with the Nativity of

the Virgin (September 8/21) and the feast
of her Entrance to the Temple (November
21/December 4), the Feast of the
Dormition also comes from the Tradition
of the Church.

There we learn that Mary died as all people die becausenaldea mortal

human nature affected by the corruption of this world. The Church proclaims
that Mary needed to be saved by Christ just as all of us are saved from trials,
sufferings, and death of this world. Having truly died, she was raised by her
Son ashie "Mother of Life" and already participates in the eternal life of
paradise which is prepared and promised to all who "hear the word of God
and keep it." (Luke 11:228) Finally, we celebrate the fact that what happens
to Mary happens to all who imitateen holy life of humility, obedience and

love.

It is important to remember that there are no relics of the Theotokos. Their
existence has never been mentioned throughout history. At one time in
Constantinople there was a center of pilgrimage where thi ded veil of the
Virgin were venerated.

(Adapted from The Orthodox Church, Volume II: Worship, by Fr. Thomas
Hopko.)

From the Tradition of the Church
Following the day of Pentecost, the Theotokos remained in the city of
Jerusalem , comforting thiefant Christian community. She was living in the

house of the beloved Apostle John, later the Evangelist. At the time of her
death (tradition states she was in her early fifties) many of the Apostles were
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scattered throughout the world preaching the Gokp&ll but Thomas were
miraculously brought to the Virgin aloft on clouds.

As they stood around her bedside, she commended her spirit to the Lord and
Jesus descended from Heaven, taking up her soul in His arms. The Apostles
sang the funeral hymns in hlaponor and carried her body to a tomb in Cedron
near Gethsemane . When a Jewish man tried to interrupt their solemn
procession, an angel of the Lord came and punished him by cutting off his
hands, which were later healed.

The Apostle Thomas arrived dmetthird day and wished to see the Virgin for
the last time. They discovered an empty tomb. Church tradition relates that
the Theotokos was resurrected bodily and taken to heaven, the same reward
that awaits all the righteous on the Last Da&his is thesignificance of the

Feast that we need to remember(Orthodox Life)

+++++++++H b

Blessings / prayers
Birth prayers: Sanesha & Nina Popovich.

Baptism: Mihailo Jakovljevic.
Bless home: Eduard®Ana Yanez Family.

Slava: St. John the Baptist: George & Ljiljana Luksetich Family; St.
Archangel Gabriel: Dragoljub Gruijic.

L o

Newsc
SERBIAN DAYS CELEBRATION

tKAAd &SINRa S@Syid ¢sra ¢Sttt | GGSYRS
soccer games began on the newly graded play field and continued throughou
the day. Barbecued lamb and pork were served along &vi$h@ | ©J6 A 65 ¢A NJ
~SOANY ¢ hNOKSaiNR RRBYRISR SOSNRRYS
Vespers, the festivities continued. Guests from Vancouver, B.C. and Spokar
WA joined us in fellowship.
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G {dzyRF@Qa S5AQAYS [AlGdz2NBHe GKS OKdz
out of town guests as well as.Serafim Gascoigne and his parishioners from
the Protection of the Most Holy Mother of God Church in Seattle. Following
church services lunch was served as on Saturday. The folklore program
followed with Dejan Subotic as master of ceremonies. Twopgdwm
Vancouver, B.C. performed along with our Drina Group to the delight of
SOSNE2YS Ay FGGSYRIFIyOSo® I FGSNJ GKS
organized by Milan & Aleksandra Stefanovic and Dejan Subotic. The rest of t
day was spent enjoygnthe music of Nenad Basanovic Orchestra from
Vancouver, B.C., kolo dancing, socializing and relaxing. We were blessed th
both days were warm and pleasant.

¢KFIYy1l é2dz G2 I ff g K2 éZNJ[SR 020K R
success!
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