From His Grace Bishop Maxim’s presentation at Serlidays,
July 26, 2008

“Receive One Another”

"Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also
received us to the glory of GoqRomans 15:7)

These words of St. Paul, the Apostle, which we
hear in the Church (or — sometimes [as Orthodox] —
read in the Bible), my brethren, are so deep inrthe
meaning that it is worthwhile to pay attention berm,

SO we can see what meaning they have for our oves.liSt. Paul addressed these wordeéamembers of
the Church so they are meant for us to guide us in life (Rd®:1-7). He starts the reading with an
exhortation towards all the members of the Churaivards the faithful and mainly towards those whe a
stronger in faith and in the spiritual life, and tels them: We then that are strong ought to bear the
infirmities of the weak" You that feel stronger in the spiritual life, yehould bear the infirmities of the
weak. You must take upon yourselves the weaknedsbe weak. And not to please ourselves Do not
please yourselvegjo not be self-regarding or self-satisfiedyou, yourselves, have progressed in the
spiritual life. Other people must seek you god must satisfy more the needs of your brother§or even
Christ pleased not Himself."

From there he carries on to a really moving refegefiom a scriptural passage of the prophets,
where the prophet addresses God and saélgs: reproaches of them that reproached Thee fethahThe
insults of all of those who insulted you have fallen me. AndChrist takes it upon Himself and St. Paul
understands that the Prophet's words refer to Chvigh this way he wants to show a dimension, \Wwhie
often forget in the spiritual lifeghe dimension of ourneighbor. We are interested in having good relations
with God, as individuals, but we forget our brothar even worse, we look at the other person irmotd
judge him, to criticize him, texaminehim. Do you agree? There are Christians who deaibtdeir life to
(judgmentally) examining other people. And St. Réngs not simply say that we must not judge orcizé
or examine but he goes on one step furtherweashould bear other people's sindt is so hard! Why
should | bear the sins of others? Why should Ineégayself as equal as or more sinful than others?

The reasons, my brethren, are many but | shallimeonly three:

One, is the Lord Himself did exactly that. Not odid He simply bear man's infirmities but alde
took on the responsibility for all these He took the responsibilitgn the Crossexactly because He was
the one who was paying for the sins of others. ldendt simply bear the infirmities of others bdé paid
for them. And, what is valid for Christ is valid for all afs, my brethren. This isn’t whéfte Protestant,
our fellow Christians, maintain that is that Christ paid for us and va@énothing else to do but to praise
God for this for them, there is nothing else left but the ggabon of Christ's offering. For us, the
Orthodox,what Christ did - also applies to usandwe must do exactly what He, Himself didThat is
why the spiritual life is difficult becausee must take on Christ's Cross It is this cross that St. Paul
recommends to us, when he presents Christ as dhetype, because He takes on the infirmities ardsihs
of others.

One other reason is that tisaints of the Church and especially the Fathers of the deskuat
nothing else but take upon themselves the sins ahers. They did thisnot with words but with all their
beingthey blamed themselvesWhat we forget is that instead of reproaching eighbor,we too must




take on this responsibility, as Christ did, and as the Saints do for theis,samdaccept the way of the
Cross

And a third reason is thate think that we are strong We forget that once we were weak. But
what do | say? We are always weak however muchave progressed in relation to othensthe spiritual
life we are vulnerable to falling again We are not as strong as we think.

) Even, when we see others as weak and oursehoegystve must not forget this truth.

b) The man (as the world, too) is contingent anataias in itself no guarantee of survival except in
so far as it is ippersonal(not natural) communion with someone who is natinsply ‘nature’.

And St. Paul continues, my brethren, even furthier.does not simply say that you must not judge
and criticize your brother buéke on his sing as it is mentioned at the end of the reading,tbutceive
your brother.Receive one anothéWhat does it mean to receive our brothe? Simply to tolerate him?
Because this is the point where many times we $itolerate him. This is not the meaningreteiving.'

Receiving means receive him within me and | become one with himLike receiving food and
what happens when we receive food? One elemehedafidture becomes part of our body. It is assiedlat
by our body, transformed and becomes one bodywsith

This is the deeper and bigger mystery that happetise case of the Church. The members of the
Church receive one another, because Christ recéliied and made them part of his Body. The faitbéu
no longer exist without Christ, neither Christ vaith the faithful. He is the Head of the Body and body
cannot exist without a head, but neither head witlh@dy. And so Christ having received all the pe@nd
especially those with their willingness, who wamthie received, the faithful, by receiving them Hakes
them one body, His own Body.

That is how the reception takes place, as St. 8ayd, for edificationEdification is a word that is
misunderstood many times, as though it meant pssgrethe spiritual life of every man. Edificatian
image, which St. Paul borrows from the buildingadiouselt is not about the progress of one person, it
is about the building, the House of God, the Housef the Holy Spirit that is the Church. And,
therefore, by receiving each other, all togethercamestruct the body of Christ, the Church, ang nly in
this way that we can be saved. We can only be santhih the Church. But this happens only when we
receive each other and become united in one boaly. tBus we shall be saved.

My brethren, we are called by Christ Himself toeiee Holy Communion, His body and blood. |
wonder if we are conscious of what this means? d&psrlwe are conscious of what it means regarding our
relationship with God? Perhaps we approach with fearhaps we are approaching prepared - withnfasti
and perhaps with confession. Perhaps with all dhatneeds to approach this great mystery. But ldeon
are we conscious at that moment tvat are not only united with God but also with our others? Are
we conscious that at that moment Christ receiveanaswe receive Him, but simultaneously He receives
our brothers and we too receive our brothers? & i8ew, a dimension of this big mystery of the yol
Communion, which we many times forget.

St. Paul comes to emphasize exactly tRisckive one another as Christ receivesAmisd he adds to
the Glory of God, becaudbe Glory of God is exactly the reception of all tb people in the body of
Christ, and in this manner, with this reception, withstbbdy of Christ, God is glorified in the world. lite
not glorified with our mere words; He is not gleed even with our individual virtue. He is glorifievith
the body of Christ that is the Church. And theraatly St. Paul places today the emphasis by tedihgf
us: Receive one another as Christ received us to they gif God'

Whatever, my brethren, takes place during the RiMdifturgy, it must not stop within the Divine
Liturgy, it must continue into our daily life. Andis truly difficult. Spiritual life is not easyt is a struggle.

It is difficult for anybody to accept and receivie brother or sister, to receive him or her anetak his/her
sins.

Conclusion

We live in an age of individualism.

Everyone thinks only of himself, and he is not alon this, in the surroundings of our so-called
civilization, but this attitude is also present arlgchristians.
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Individualism has crept in and each one of us tdse reconciled with God by himself, on his own.
He forgets his brother or looks at him as a sulchis criticism and blame and forgets that theaming
of the spiritual life, the fulfillment of our saltian, exists in this receiving of our brother.

When you step outside the vicinity of the Church tday, what are some ways you think you
could better receive your brother or sisteP

My brethren, let this be the criterion for our gdife, for our actions, for our behavior and se th
mercy of the Lord will strengthen all of us, sotthdatever seems impossible for us may become lgessi
for us through God. Amen.




STEWARDSHIP: It is difficult for a family to plan for its prospigy if it doesn't understand under what basis it
can accomplish its goals. To live day by day le@ads lot of uncertainty and stress. If our Chungre to function
that way, it would be impossible to plan anythindpether it is short term or long term goals. Oh¢he ways that
this planning can occur is by having an understandi expectations. We all like to have a placedme and pray
and socialize as well as have the priest avaiffalall our spiritual needs such as baptisms, wagklifunerals, home
blessings, slavas, etc. It is not appropriateetprthe benefits from other people's sacrificdgade search your
conscience and make a commitment to ensure thaflounch continues to meet your spiritual needsis Ehusually
done by filling out a stewardship card. A stewhigscard was included in last month's bulletinede consider
being a part of St. Sava's present and futurel $téwards to date. )

CIRCLE OF SERBIAN SISTERS: The Sisters will celebrate their Slava — St. Mitgggdalene on August 10.
Everyone is welcome!
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AUGUST CALENDAR: There will be no Vespers August 2 and 30 and iminB Liturgy August 3 and 31. On the
first weekend we are invited to celebrate St. Stepbhurch’s Slava in Portland. Bishop Maxim wil present. On
the last weekend Fr. llija will be on vacation.

All-Savior Monastery on Vashon Island is havinglgnmage on August 16 starting at 9:40 a.m. Foren
information visit their websitehttp://vashonmonks.com/index.php Everyone is welcome!

JULY PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS: Pre-nuptial prayers = 1; Slavas = 3; Baptisms M&riages = 3;
Burial Prayers = 1.



